EPISODES   OF  THE   GREAT   WAR        [1914

came on 1st December wben, at a farm called Water-
burg, about a hundred miles west of Mafeking, De
Wet and his handful surrendered to Colonel Jordaan.
He was taken to Vryburg, and two days later entered
Johannesburg a prisoner. He had yielded at the
end with a shaggy good humour. Having decided
that modern conditions were the devil, he was glad
to see his own Afrikanders such adepts at the use of
the powers of darkness.

With the capture of De Wet the rebellion was
virtually at an end. By the end of December the
last embers of disaffection had been stamped out
within the Union territory.
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At sea there had been no surprises. Till the
defences of Scapa Plow were ready the Grand Fleet
led a dangerous nomadic life among Scottish inlets.
Sir John Jellicoe, realizing that the British navy
was the main buttress of the Allied armies, was
ready for battle, but was resolved not to imperil
the future by unwisely seeking it, since without a
battle he was able to reap most of the fruits of vic-
tory. But from the first day of war the British
navy had its stranglehold upon Germany, to whom
only the Baltic was left of the waters of the globe.
Opportunities were missed, as when the German
cruisers Goeben and Breslau were suffered to escape,
and thereby Turkey's hostility was assured, and at
the start there was some fumbling in minor points
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